
STEFFEN WELSCH ARCHITECTS

SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN

Building 
toward net 
zero



OUR COMMITMENT

As architects, we shape a large share of the built 
environment's climate impact. We're a signatory to 
Australian Architects Declare, and this plan sets out 
how we act on that commitment: in our office, in every 
project we deliver, and in conversation with the clients 
we build it with.



Our Goals

01

Net zero carbon by 2050 
(or earlier), across our 
practice and our projects, 
with offsets used only as a 
last resort

02

Interim: cut the carbon 
emissions of our 
projects 50% by 2030, 
against our baseline

03

Cut our office's carbon 
emissions 50% by 2030, 
compared with 2021 
levels

04

Use our architecture to 
preserve and restore 
biodiversity



PRIORITIES

01 Conduct life cycle assessments (LCAs) on at least 50% of our 
projects

02 Work toward the Living Building Challenge design standard

03 Go all-electric, with no new gas connections

04 Design for climate resilience: heat, bushfire and flood-adapted 
homes, not just low-carbon ones



01 Minimise Whole Life Carbon

Design smaller, flexible homes and 
demolish as little as possible

Specify FSC-certified timber, 
rammed earth, hempcrete and 
reclaimed materials

Design for disassembly, so buildings 
can be taken apart and reused

Apply passive solar design to exceed 
minimum NatHERS star ratings

Guide material choices with 
Environmental Product Declarations 
and Declare labels

Make every home "zero ready" for 
future solar and EV charging



02 Advance Biodiversity Goals

Educate clients on landscaping that restores 
biodiversity

Collaborate with landscape architects and arborists on 
every site

Investigate biodiversity-positive green roofs Use Declare labels to steer clear of Red List and 
Watch List materials



03 Maintain Carbon Neutral Practice

Conduct regular carbon audits and publish the results Switch to 100% Certified GreenPower

Buy more from carbon-neutral brands and suppliers Reduce office waste and use energy-efficient 
appliances



04 Support Structures Across the Practice

Build sustainability checks into every 
project stage

Upskill the team through CPD and 
shared ESD knowledge

Ask what matters to you at the brief 
stage: sustainability goals alongside 
budget, time and quality

Give you clear, practical guidance on 
sustainable materials: costs, trade-offs 
and what's achievable within your 
budget

Share resources on sustainable 
design and the built environment's 
role in emissions

Conduct LCAs and post-occupancy 
evaluations to build our baseline, 
together with you



Our Architects Declare Commitment

01 Raise awareness of the climate and biodiversity 
emergencies

02 Advocate for faster, regenerative change across our 
industry

03 Establish climate and biodiversity mitigation as a measure 
of success

04 Share knowledge and research on an open-source basis

05 Evaluate every new project against its climate impact

06 Upgrade existing buildings before choosing demolition and 
new build

07 Include life cycle costing and post-occupancy evaluation as 
standard scope

08 Adopt regenerative design principles that go beyond net 
zero

09 Collaborate with engineers, contractors and clients to 
reduce waste

10 Accelerate the shift to low embodied carbon materials

11 Minimise wasteful use of resources in architecture and 
planning



Building sustainably, 
together

sw@steffenwelsch.com.au

0417 137 242

6/114 Flinders St, Melbourne VIC 3000
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